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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.G. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 13 May 2003 . 
2a)K This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-52,57,58 and 60-71 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 1^ Claim(s) 1-52,57,58 and 60-71 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 09 March 2001 is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.G. §§119 and 120 

1 3) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.G. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited {PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 



2) ^ Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Infonnation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 10. 6) □ Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. This office action is in response to the request for reconsideration filed on May 13, 2003 
in which applicant cancels claims 53-56 and 59, and responds to the claim rejections. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR LI 14 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on May 13, 2003 has been entered. 



3. Claims 53-56 are withdrawn fi-om further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1.142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, Group II, there being no allowable generic or linking 
claim. Election was made without traverse in Paper No. 11. 



4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 



Election/Restrictions 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
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5. Claims 1-9, 12-19, 21-22, 24-25, 27, 34-35, 43, 48, 50-52, 57-58, 60, and 61-71 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka (U.S. 6,299,535). 

Tanaka discloses a method of processing an interactive game, a program product, and a 
game system which enables players to play video games. Tanaka discloses: 

Regarding Claims 1, 13, 15, 22, 27, 34, 35, and 57: 

• a processor (12) (Fig. 1); 

• a hard disk drive (15) coupled to the processor, the hard disk drive being 
configured to store various game data (Fig. 1, Colimin 3, lines 54-55, and Column 
13, lines 9-18). 

Regarding Claims 2 and 16: 

• a memory (13) (14) coupled to the processor (Fig. 1). 
Regarding Claim 3: 

• a portable media drive (18) (30) coupled to the processor and configured to 
communicate with a storage disc (Fig. 1). 

Regarding Claims 4, 17, 57, and 60: 

• a console application stored on the hard disk drive and executable on the 
processor, the console application configured to implement a user interface to the 
gaming system (Column 3, lines 54-55, and Column 13, lines 9-18). 

Regarding Claim 5: 

• a portable memory unit (31) coupled to the processor (Fig. 1, and Column 4, lines 



11-14). 



Regarding Claims 6, 24, 27, 34, 35, 43, and 48: 
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• the hard disk drive is configured to store game data, audio data, and video data 
(Column 3, lines 53-54, Colunm 13, lines 9-18, and Column 5, lines 31-51). 

Regarding Claims 7, 19, and 58: 

• the hard disk drive is segregated into a plurality of regions, each region for storing 
a particular type of data (Column 3, lines 53-54, Column 13, lines 9-18, and 
Column 5, lines 31-51). 

Regarding Claims 8, 18, 21, and 25: 

• the hard disk drive is segregated into a user data region, an application region, and 
a console application region (Column 3, lines 53-54, Column 13, lines 9-18, and 
Column 5, lines 31-51). 

Regarding Claim 9: 

• the hard disk drive is segregated into a settings region, a user data region, an 
application region, a utility region, and a console application region (Column 3, 
lines 53-54, Column 13, lines 9-18, and Column 5, lines 31-51). 

Regarding Claims 12, 13, 14, 43, 48, and 50-52: 

• the game console boots into a console application stored on the hard disk drive. 
Inherently, computers have boot executable programs that have start-up routines 
upon providing power to a computer. 

6. Claims 1, 10-11, 13, 18, 20, 22-23, 26-33, 36-43, 44-49, and 57 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Links 386CD Players Manual. 
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Links 386CD Players Manual discloses golf video game played on a game console 
(personal computer) having a hard disk drive and memory. Links 386CD Players Manual 
discloses: 

Regarding Claims 10, 23, 45, and 49: 

• the hard disk drive is configured to store data associated with multiple saved 
games (Page 45). 

Regarding Claims 1 1, 26, 32, 33, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 42, and 44: 

• retrieving, displaying, and allowing a user of the gaming system to select and/or 
create a nickname (player name) from/in the Player List Box (Page 19). 

Regarding Claim 20: 

• the hard disk drive is configured to store saved game data such that the saved 
game data associated with a particular game is stored separately from saved game 
data associated with other games (Pages 44-45). 

Regarding Claim 41 : 

• automatically entering the selected nickname into a high score display (score 
card) (Page 28). 

Regarding Claim 28: 

• saving a current state of a game to the hard disk drive in response to a save game 
request (Pages 44-45). 

Regarding Claims 29, 30, and 3 1 : 

• retrieving a list of saved games associated with the game installed in the gaming 
system (Pages 44-45). 
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Regarding Claims 46 and 47: 

• the game console boots into a console application stored on the hard disk drive. 
Inherently, computers have boot executable programs that have start-up routines 
upon providing power to a computer. 

Response to Arguments 

7. Applicant's arguments filed May 13, 2003 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

8. Applicant respectfiilly traverses the rejection to claims 1-9, 12-19, 21-22, 24-25, 27, 34- 
35, 43, 48, 50-52, 57-58, and 60-71 under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka (U.S. 
6,299,535). 

Regarding claim 1, applicant alleges Tanaka fails to disclose or suggest "...a hard disk 
drive that is non-removable from the game console and that stores a console application 
to which the game console boots..." 

However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Regarding claim 1, most all computer 
systems, including Tanaka' s game system, boot into an application stored on the hard disk drive, 
or any other type of disk drive or other portable memory device for that matter. Therefore, 
Tanaka anticipates claim 1 . 

9. Applicant alleges claims 2-9 and 12 are allowable because each claim is dependant upon 
claim 1. However, applicant's arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 
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10. Applicant alleges claims 13, 43, 61, and 67-69 are allowable for at least the reasons 
provided for claim 1 . However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Please see item number 8 
above. Furthermore, claim 13 states, "a hard disk drive coupled to the processor, the hard disk 
drive being configured to boot the game console..." Again, most all computer systems, including 
Tanaka's game system, are configured to boot into a console application stored on the hard disk 
drive, or any other type of disk drive or other portable memory device for that matter. 

Claim 43 states, "booting a game console from a non-removable hard disk drive 
integrated into the game console..." However, the claim does not explicitly state that the boot 
program is stored on the hard disk drive, and therefore does not preclude that the hard disk drive 
is configured to retrieve these instructions from the boot program stored on ROM, disk drive or 
other portable memory device for that matter. 

Additionally, applicant alleges Tanaka is not described specifically with respect to a 
video game console for playing video games, and more particularly is not taught as initially 
loading a video game program in the boot sequence. First, Tanaka' s video game system, or 
personal computer, etc. is equivalent to applicant's game console. Second, Tanaka' s device can 
run many other applications in addition to executing instructions to play a video game. Third, to 
one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of applicant's invention, it was notoriously well 
known that computers can be booted directly from various electronic storage media, such as, 
from the ROM, CD-ROM, floppy disk, hard disk drive, or other portable memory device for that 
matter. For instance, upon powering up computers, these systems are configured to scan other 
internal disk drives. The normal boot program is overridden upon detecting a disk having boot 
instructions in one of the other drives upon powering up. One reason this sequence is followed is 
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because a computer may crash and not be able to re-boot unless a user installs an "emergency 
boot disk" in one of the drives. Therefore, Tanaka anticipates claims. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 22, applicant alleges Tanaka fails to disclose or suggest "...segregating 
user data on the hard disk associated with one video game from user data and application data on 
the hard disk drive associated with other video games..." The examiner respectfully disagrees. 
In particular, as previously stated in Office Action, Paper No. 5, Tanaka discloses, "the game 
program or image data may be stored on hard disk drive (15) (column 3, lines 54-55, and column 
13, lines 9-18). Inherently, game program data is saved in various files. Separate files are 
equivalent to segregating data, such as, user data and application data, on a hard disk. Therefore, 
Tanaka anticipates the claim. 

12. Applicant alleges claims 24 and 25 are allowable because each claim is dependant upon 
claim 22. However, applicant's arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

13. Regarding alleges claim 57 is patentable for at least the reasons provided for claim 22. 
However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Please see item number 1 1 above. 

14. Regarding claim 27, applicant alleges Tanaka fails to disclose or suggest, "preventing the 
video game fi-om accessing portions of the hard disk drive that are not associated with the video 
game. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Tanaka discloses a video game system which 
executes a game program. Game programs inherently contain executable instructions to 
open/close/use etc. various files stored in memory. Inherently, a game program is only going to 
request files called by the executable instructions and associated with the video game. 
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Therefore, inherently, the video game would not access portions of the hard disk drive that are 
not associated with the game. Therefore, Tanaka anticipates claim 27. 

1 5. Applicant alleges claims 34 and 35 are allowable because each claim is dependant upon 
claim 27. However, applicant's arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

16. Regarding claim 48, applicant alleges Tanaka fails to disclose or suggest, "wherein the 
game console will not operate unless the hard disk drive is fionctioning..." However, the 
examiner respectfiiUy disagrees. As previously stated in Office Action, Paper No. 5, Tanaka 
discloses, "program data may be stored on hard disk drive (15)." Therefore, since Tanaka's hard 
disk drive stores program data required to execute the game, it suffices to say that if Tanaka's 
hard disk drive is not fiinctioning, then Tanaka's game console (11) will not operate properly. 
Therefore, Tanaka anticipates claim 48. 

17. Applicant traverses the rejection to claims 1, 10-11, 13, 18, 20, 22-23, 26-33, 36-43, 44- 
49, and 57 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Links 386CD Players Manual. 

Regarding claims 1, 13, 18, and 43, applicant alleges Links 386CD Players Manual fails 
to disclose or suggest a game console that boots into a console application stored on a hard disk 
drive in a game console. However, the examiner respectfiilly disagrees. Regarding claims 1,13, 

18. and 43, most all computer systems, including a Links 386CD game system, boot into an 
application stored on the hard disk drive, or any other type of disk drive or other portable 
memory device for that matter. Therefore, Links 386CD Players Manual anticipates claims 1, 
13, 18, and 43. 



Application/Control Number: 09/802,797 Page 10 

Art Unit: 3713 

18. Applicant alleges claims that depend from claims 1, 13, 18, and 43 are allowable. 
However, applicant's arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

19. Regarding claims 22 and 57, applicant alleges Links 386CD Players Manual fails to 
disclose or suggest "segregating user data and application data on the hard disk drive associated 
with one video game from user data and application data on the hard disk drive associated with 
other video games." The examiner respectfiilly disagrees. Inherently, game program data (user 
data and application data) is saved into various files. Separate files are equivalent to segregating 
data, such as, user data and application data, on a hard disk. Therefore, Links 386CD Players 
Manual anticipates claims 22 and 57. 

20. Regarding claim 27, applicant alleges Links 386CD Players Manual fails to disclose or 
suggest, "preventing the video game from accessing portions of the hard disk drive that are not 
associated with the video game. The examiner respectfully disagrees. Links 386CD Players 
Manual discloses a video game system which executes a game program. Game programs 
inherently contain executable instructions to open/close/use etc. various files stored in memory. 
Inherently, a game program is only going to request files called by the executable instructions 
and associated with the video game. Therefore, inherently, the video game would not access 
portions of the hard disk drive that are not associated with the game. Therefore, Links 386CD 
Players Manual anticipates claim 27. 

21 . Applicant alleges claims 28-33 are allowable because each claim is dependant upon claim 
27. However, applicant's arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
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patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

22. Regarding claim 36, applicant alleges Links 386CD Players Manual fails to disclose the 
use of ''nicknames" as recited in claim 36. However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. In 
Links 386CD Players Manual, a user "creates" a new player(s) when the game is played for the 
very first time (pp. 19-20). However, for subsequent games, a user may select from a list of 
players that have been previously created in the "player list box" (pp. 19-20). The names created 
for players listed in the "player list box" do not preclude the use of nicknames. Therefore, Links 
386CD Players Manual anticipates claim 36. 

23. Applicant alleges claims 37-42 are allowable because each claim is dependant upon claim 
36. However, applicants arguments amount to a general allegation that the claims define a 
patentable invention without specifically pointing out how the language of the claims patentably 
distinguishes them from the references. 

24. Regarding claim 48, applicant alleges Links 386CD Players Manual fails to disclose or 
suggest, "wherein the game console will not operate unless the hard disk drive is fiinctioning..." 
However, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Links 386CD Players Manual discloses a video 
game system which executes a game program. Therefore, since a Links 386CD video game 
system hard disk drive stores program data required to execute the game, it suffices to say that if 
a Links 386CD hard disk drive is not functioning, then a Links 386CD game console (personal 
computer) will not operate properly. Therefore, Links 386CD Players Manual anticipates claim 
48. 
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25. Therefore, for the reasons discussed hereinabove, the examiner maintains the rejection to 
claims 1-9, 12-19, 21-22, 24-25, 27, 34-35, 43, 48, 50-52, 57-58, and 60-71 under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e) as being anticipated by Tanaka (U.S. 6,299,535) and the rejection to claims 1, 10-11, 13, 
18, 20, 22-23, 26-33, 36-43, 44-49, and 57 under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Links 
386CD Players Manual. 

Conclusion 

26. All claims are drawn to the same invention claimed in the application prior to the entry of 
the submission under 37 CFR 1 . 1 14 and could have been finally rejected on the grounds and art 
of record in the next Office action if they had been entered in the application prior to entry under 
37 CFR 1.114. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL even though it is a first action 
after the filing of a request for continued examination and the submission under 37 CFR 1.114. 
See MPEP § 706.07(b). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed v^ithin TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, 
will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this 
final acfion. 



• 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott E. Jones whose telephone number is (703) 308-7133. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, 8:30 A.M. - 5:30 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael O'Neill, Acting SPE can be reached on (703) 308-1 148. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 872- 
9302 for regular communications and (703) 872-9303 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. 




sej 

July 22, 2003 





